
 

A Pal : Teacher’s Guide 

A Pal Game and Book Set can be used in the classroom in several ways:  

- Guided Reading Groups 

- Center Activity 

- Classroom Volunteers   

- Sent home to play with family 

Story Discussion Questions:  

1. How did Jan get into the car? CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.1 

2. List the three characters in the story. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.3 

3. On page 8, how did the illustrator help explain why Jan is sad? 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.6 

4. At the end of the story, do you think Jan is still sad? Why/Why not? 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.1 

Follow-up Game Questions:  

1. Sort your matches into two groups: short /ă/ words and sight words. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.2d , CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3d 

2. Write a list all of the short /ă/ words that you collected during the game. 

Circle the letter that makes the /ă/ sound in each word.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.2d 

3. Cross-curriculum: Count your matches. Count your partner’s matches. 

Compare the numbers: Do you have more, less, or the same as your 

partner?  

 

 

*See a list of related Common Core Standards on the back * 



Common Core State Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions 

about key details in a text.                                                                                                       

Story Discussion Question 1 – Jan got into the car by jumping into Dad’s bag.                                                                                                  

Story Discussion Question 4 – Jan is not sad at the end of the story because she 

got to ride in the car with Sam and Dad. On page 13, she is smiling.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.3 With prompting and support, identify characters, 

settings, and major events in a story. Story Discussion Question 2- The three 

characters in the story are Sam, Dad, and Jan.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and 

illustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling the story.                    

Story Discussion Question 3 – The illustrator shows Jan looking through the 

window at Sam. Jan has a sad face and wishes she were with Sam.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.2d: Isolate and pronounce in the initial, medial vowel, and 

final sounds in three-phoneme words.   A Pal uses three-phoneme (CVC) words, 

with the exception of the five sight words. A full list of these CVC words is listed 

on the final page of book.  The medial vowel sound is short /ă/.   

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3d: Read common high-frequency words by sight.             

The five sight words that appear in A Pal are: the, on, is, in, and 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3b: Associate the long and short sounds with the common 

spellings for the five major vowels. A Pal uses the letter ‘a’ to spell the /ă/ sound.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.4: Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and 

understanding. A Pal can be used in a guided reading group or one-on-one 

enrichment with a student. 


